April 2022 News
From Beth Rounds, TGC President: “Keeping it Local” is a common phrase used by the small business community
to promote the advantages of shopping, eating, and visiting close to home. Local businesses are run by local
people and are more likely to give customers personal and friendly service.
Over the past few years, we’ve done a great job promoting Pearson’s Falls and Glen to boost gate attendance,
whether through social media, rack card distribution, visitor center partnerships, and/or focused advertising.
Last year alone, Pearson’s Falls had 30,000 visitors! The great news is that TGC is not only making its budget, we
have monies leftover to invest in our property and in special projects.
Beth’s message is continued on page 2

Upcoming Events
SAVE THE DATE - Tryon Garden Club Annual
Meeting and Luncheon, Wednesday, May 18 at
FENCE: The 2021-22 TGC year is ending. Plan to
attend, greet old friends over lunch, hear the annual
summary reports, and learn TGC’s 2022-23 plans.
Watch your email for more exciting details.
Wednesday, April 20, 1 pm or 5 pm, Corrie Woods’
Garden, 50 Merrywood Lane, Tryon
TGC Member Corrie Woods is a lifelong gardener
and nature lover. She is a gifted flower photographer
and maker of botanical castings in her cottage garden.
She enjoys native plants and has many tucked into her
2-acre slice of paradise. Corrie grows, mostly from
seed or propagation, dozens of hard-to-find flowers.
This tour of Corrie’s Garden will take place rain or
shine. If there is rain, we will meet in Corrie’s garden
house and hear from Corrie about her hillside wonderland and gardening adventures.
There will be two times to visit on April 20, 1 pm or
5 pm. There is no need to RSVP. Wear comfortable
shoes and bring a walking stick if you are uncomfortable walking on a slope.
Directions: From Highway 176, follow Warrior Road
for 8 tenths of a mile, and Merrywood Lane is on the
right. Parking is available in Corrie’s driveway, but
carpooling is recommended.

Saturday, April 23
WNC Farmer's Market Spring Fest & B.B. Barns
WNCFM at 570 Brevard Rd, Asheville, NC
B.B. Barns at 3377 Sweeten Creek Rd, Arden, NC
The WNC Farmers Market Spring Festival brings
together the best of spring in the mountains of North
Carolina, celebrating regional growers and local food.
You will be able to connect with local plant growers,
food trucks highlighting local produce and ramps,
small and beginning farmers, and agribusiness while
enjoying local bands.
B.B. Barns (https://bbbarns.com) is one of
Asheville’s premier garden centers. There are plants,
trees, and garden art to delight you!
Friday, April 29
Spring Herb Festival
at WNC AgCenter & NC Arboretum
WNC AC at 765 Boylston Hwy, Fletcher, NC.
NC Arboretum at 100 Frederick Law Olmsted Way,
Asheville, NC
The Spring Herb Festival is the largest herb festival
in the SE with 50+ businesses offering plants, books,
soaps, herbal crafts, medical herbs, lotions, dried
flowers, and much more. Free admission.
The North Carolina Arboretum is nestled in the
Southern Appalachian Mountains just south of Asheville. The NC Arboretum offers acres of cultivated
gardens and groomed trails, featuring some of the most
beautiful, botanically diverse plants in the region.
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President’s Message continued from page 1:
For 2022, the TGC board has made the decision to
focus on “keeping it local” by directing some of our
budget to two initiatives. The first is to grant more
monies to local education, and the other is to invest in
community beautification. You will hear more about
these initiatives at the May annual meeting as we are
currently in discussions with both the Polk Co. School
District and the Polk Co. Appearance Commission.
These are exciting times for the Tryon Garden Club,
and I am grateful to be a part of an organization that
can not only “wow” the Pearson’s Falls visitor, but also
find ways to give back to our community. Our
founders would be proud!
Beth Rounds

March in Review
LET’S TALK GARDENING, Wednesday, March 16,
2022, at the Foothills Equestrian Nature Center
Program chair, Donna Wise introduced interviewer Jim
Welch and guest/presenter Jeanine Gauen.

Member Volunteer Opportunities
Telephone numbers can be found on the roster
located on the pearsonsfalls.org website’s Member
Log In tab.
Vice President Position: The club continues to seek
the right individual who would like to join the TGC
board. This position fills a valuable role by contributing to executive board discussions and strategic
planning, leading focused initiatives, and being an
TGC advocate within our greater community. Contact
Beth Rounds for more information.
Depot Garden: Friday mornings from 9-11 am. Bring
your gloves, kneeling pad or sit-upon, clippers, and
spade or weed digging tool. Jane Herman plans to be
there to indicate what needs to be done. Telephone her
for more information.
Tourism Day at the I-26 Visitor Center: This year
Monica Greene, Pearson’s Falls Communications
Coordinator, is coordinating TGC’s welcome table,
and she needs your help. On Wednesday, May 4, four
volunteers are needed, two from 10 am – noon, and
two noon – 2 pm. Monica will set up, work with TGC
members the first two hours, and return to help teardown at 2 pm. Job requirements are a smiling face,
knowledge about Pearson's Falls and Garden Club
activities, and a desire to chat with visitors. Please
respond by emailing Monica at pearsonsfallspr@
gmail.com. Here’s an opportunity meet Monica.

Club Business
Remember: Your TGC dues are tax deductible
(This was determined by the club accountant in 2012).
Photo by D. Southworth

President’s Report: It has been a true pleasure to be

visiting Pearson’s Falls each week with Virginia
Meador and Corrie Woods. We’ve not only enjoyed
the unfolding of spring but have met so many nice
guests on the trail. From college students to area
residents enjoying a day at Pearson’s Falls, all remark
at how beautiful it is. Our laminated wildflower guides
are available at the gate house to help visitors identify
our spring wildflowers. We’ve also had a
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During the interview, Jeanine talked about her love of
plants, how and why she became a certified plant
professional, and how she could help a homeowner
plan or reconfigure their garden space. Jim asked
pertinent questions and told entertaining stories. There
were delicious refreshments and door prizes, a gift
certificate to the Garden Patch and geranium plants.

Editor: Donna Southworth, 828-286-4324, donnas.garden@aol.com
Member application inquiries: Jackie Weedon, 828-894-5970,
weedon@windstream.net
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chance to talk about history and point out some of the
spring ephemerals. Beth Rounds

Financials: John James reports that in March 2022,
Pearson’s Falls income was down 10% as compared to
last year. Since our current budget is based on the
previous year’s income, the TGC Board will keep an
eye on the numbers. The Finance Committee continues
to discuss the club’s investment strategy.
The Ellen Holt (caretaker’s) Cottage and the Garden
House roofs were replaced. Andy Ruff is obtaining
bids for the other Pearson’s Falls projects that were set
out in the 2022 Budget. A donation was made to the
Tryon Historical Society.
Historian/Archivist Report: Joy Soderquist reports
that she and Robin Rice continue to work on the
scrapbooks. Joy answered questions about the Oconee
bells original planting.
Beth and Joy are working on updating the history
section on the club’s website.
Marketing/Publicity Report: Beth Rounds noted that
Monica will be submitting a marketing report each
month, primarily focused on social media and events.
Janet Peterson wrote an article about PF spring
flowers and submitted it to the Tryon Daily Bulletin.
Saluda Lifestyles continues to publish info each month
based on our submissions.

Member Engagement: Chairperson Denny Crowe
reports that she and her team, particularly Cindy
Caldwell and Donna Wise, have been busy organizing
post-pandemic lockdown, interesting, and educational
club events. The hope is that you have or will participated in all or most of the garden tours and field trips.

Civic Beautification
Flower Petals from the Garden: Chairperson Jane
Herman reports that spring has sprung in the Depot
Garden. The azaleas are blooming; their color is
breathtaking. Come, pay the garden a visit!
Carolina Pavers removed the nandina shrubs at the
parking lot garden entrance and mulched the area.
Now, the area is more open and the entrance inviting.
The plan is to extend the yuccas and muhly grass into

this space. The garden’s sprinkler system doesn’t reach
there, and these plants do well in dry spaces.
Did you know we have 3 blueberry bushes in the
garden? Only one produced fruit last year. The other
two didn’t receive enough sunlight. They have been
moved to a less shady spot. Hopefully this season, they
will offer tasty morsels for the birds.
Routine maintenance, such as weeding and
deadheading, continues. A big thank you to the
volunteers who help with those tasks.
For anyone who needs a little “digging in the dirt”
time, come to the garden on Friday mornings from 911 am. Your help and company are always welcome!
Glimpse the Depot Garden’s beauty on page 7.

What’s in Flower in the Tryon Area?
Shopping for April color in your garden? Look at
these plants:
ajuga
flowering cherry
anemone
lilac
azaleas
pearlbush
banks rose
periwinkle
bleeding heart
piedmont azaleas
blood root
pieris
candytuft
scilla squill
Carolina rhododendron spirea
Carolina silverbell
redbud
columbine
sweet shrub
crab apple
trillium
dogwood
viburnum
drooping leucothoe
violets
dwarf iris
weigela
Easter rose (Kerria)
wisteria
Some flowers to look for in May:
azalea
honeysuckle
bearded iris
hybrid rhododendron
beautybush
Kousa dogwood
candytuft
lady slipper
clematis
mountain laurel
coreopsis
peony
deutzia
roses
dianthus
southern magnolia
golden chain tree
sweet William
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The Garden House and the Cottage roofs have been
replaced. Bids were obtained from three contractors.
Dek Kennedy was selected; he and his crew did an
excellent job.

What’s Happening? Virginia Meador reports that
the wildflower season is at its peak. TGC Members
may contact virginia_meador@hotmail.com to request
a docent guided walk on the trail. This is a memberonly privilege.
A bloom calendar is being created; bloom times of
different species are being recorded. Virginia walks
the trail at least once a week and makes notes about
what is observed.
Gene Justice will be on vacation April 18 - 20.
Volunteer gatekeepers will be Carol McCall, Donna
Southworth, Virginia Meador, Gretchen Morris, Bob
Tobey, and Lucy and Tim Brannon. Their quick
response to the request for help is appreciated.
January activities: Andy Ruff reports that it has been a
busy few weeks, with all of the projects going on and
increased traffic/visitors coming to view the
wildflowers blooming along the trails.

Pearson’s Falls Communications Coordinator:
Monica Greene reports that plans are complete for
TGC’s participation in the Earth Day Festival on April
22, 4-7 pm at Harmon Field. The club will have a
booth that includes a scavenger hunt activity for
children, native plant information for adults, and
Pearson’s Falls ticket information. Fifty tickets will be
given away during the event to encourage locals to
visit and explore the “treasure in our own backyard.”
Several TGC members have volunteered to work the
booth and greet folks.
Monica notes that on Google Business Profile, there
have been 776 interactions during March and April.
PF’s Facebook has had 516 views, 156 page-likes, and
4643 people have clicked on posts.
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Photos by Andy Ruff
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March 2022, New roofs for the Caretaker’s Cottage and the Garden House. Age and moisture made it necessary to build a whole
new portico for the cottage. First 4 photos are work in progress; bottom 2 photos are the completed roofs
Photos Andy Ruff
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Top: Pearson’s Falls entrance tidied and ready to greet visitors. Middle: The educational garden dressed and labeled. On the left
are large-flowered bellworts with their showy, drooping yellow blossoms. Bottom left: Buckets of woodchips spread on the welldressed trail. Right: PF’s conscientious volunteers carrying and spreading woodchips.
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Pictured on the left: The Depot Garden in its
Spring Glory! The showy azaleas, the new
columbine plantings, and the view from Depot
Street on a sunny, early-April day.
Photos by Jane Herman

Nurtured by Nature by Linda Eiserloh
Everyone has a skunk story, I have three. The first
one is about our vacation. Many years ago, our family
loved to camp in the woods in northern Wisconsin on
ten acres that we owned in the Peshtigo River
woodlands near Crivitz. Our sweet Border
Collie/Chesapeake Retriever, Marble, loved it there;
she was free to wander and play in the woods. Dog
Heaven! After a relaxing stay, our Volvo 145 station
wagon was packed and ready for the four-hour ride
home. Beth and Brian (3- and 5-five years old) had
said goodbye to the land, but where was Marble? We
called and whistled; soon she showed up— we smelled
her coming. The odor was very strong!!! She had
obviously found a little black and white kitty like her
best friend at home. But NOW she STUNK like a
SKUNK! Left alone, skunk spray on a dog lasts about
three weeks and is quite unbearable to humans. What
to do? Barney knew that she needed a tomato juice
bath if we were to put her in the car for the looooong
ride home. We got the juice and bottled water, and
Barney (of course) scrubbed her the best he could. We
dried her with beach towels, and we agreed that she
smelled a LITTLE better. However, our voyage home
was memorable! ALL the windows were open—
Marble was standing up at the back, barricaded by
suitcases and bags protected by garbage bags. All the
way home, we all whined and complained while
Marble alone, standing on four feet in the back, never
complained a bit. Bless her heart.
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Historical Tidbit
Tryon Daily Bulletin, March 15, 1938: On page 6,
in a column about residents, births and deaths, and
local happenings, the garden club was mentioned.
TGC Historian Joy Soderquist confirmed that this had
to be the Tryon Garden Club, because at the time, it
was the only garden club in Tryon.

The Hall family from Orchard Lake

Joy went on to say that according to the 1939 TGC
yearbook, C.H. Sawyer is Christobel Sawyer. At that
time, the TGC Billboards and Roadside committee was
involved with planting flowering trees in town and
along Hwy 176 on the way to Pearson’s Falls. Joy
commented, “Club members were concerned about
‘unsightly’ private yards along the way to the falls.
After a while, members became very impatient with
the State director. They thought that he was not taking
quick enough ‘action’ in ‘enforcement.’ There was
even an occasional complaint from homeowners that
garden club members were stopping at their homes,
encouraging them to clean up their property.”

Where does the Pearson’s Falls water come from?
One of the top questions Pearson’s Falls visitors ask
our gatekeepers, Andy and Gene, is “Where does the
water come from?” The answer is: It comes from
natural springs that are located on the Rhodes family
farm and Orchard Lake, flowing into Colt Creek and
onto the North Pacolet River.
Just a ten-minute drive-up Fork Creek Rd, you will
find Orchard Lake. The lake was built by the Pace
Family with the Corps of Engineers and is now a
recreational lake owned by Orchard Lake
Campground. The Hall family (pictured) shared that
guests enjoy the lake from spring to fall, whether they
are just relaxing or taking a dip in the cool lake on a
hot summer’s day.
Like many locals, the Hall family has numerous
Pearson’s Falls memories. Hannah Hall remembers
visiting for the first time when she was a little girl. She
keeps going back with friends and family. Just last
October, the whole family had a picnic at Pearson’s
Falls, celebrating Kirk Hall’s birthday.
We are grateful to the Halls for being good stewards
of Orchard Lake. We also want to thank them for
recommending Pearson’s Falls and Glen to their
guests. Experiencing the beauty of nature in Polk
County, NC, is a wonderful thing.
Submitted by Monica Greene, Pearson’s Falls
Communications Coordinator.
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Exploring with Jim Welch
The First Week of Spring at Pearson’s Falls!
“The last fling of winter is over; the earth, the soil
itself has a dreaming quality to it; it is warm to the
touch; it has come alive; it hides secrets that in a
moment; in a little while it will tell.”
Donald Culross Peattie 1898-1964

stone
walkways
near Colt
Creek,
leading to
the falls.
Although
there were
hundreds,
if not
thousands,
of plants
to
observe, my favorites are the Oconee bells (Shortia
galacifolia) first noted by Andre Michaux, a French
Botanist, in 1788, who was exploring what is now
Oconee County, SC. Shortia was not found again for
100 years. They were rediscovered by a young man,
George Hymans, on the banks of the Catawba River
near Statesville, NC. Shortia is very rare and is
restricted to a few habitats in the Carolina Blue Ridge.
In 1919, Donald Culross Peattie transplanted a few to
the slope above the trail at Pearson’s Falls.*
One of the more prolific plants along the lower
reaches of the trail is the sharp-lobed hepatica
(Hepatica acutiloba); they are among the first native
wildflowers to bloom and are often found in moist
forests. Other common names for this plant are
liverleaf, liverwort, mountain hepatica, sharp-leaved
hepatica, and sharp-lobed liverleaf.
A plethora of
bloodroots,
very impressive large
flowers with
bright white
petals and
contrasting

On the first Wednesday of spring, the sky was blue,
and the weather was mild. It was a perfect day to visit
Pearson’s Falls to witness the arrival of the
ephemerals. I had invited my friend Grady Nance
(pictured
here), a
superb
photographer, also
a member of
the Tryon
Garden
Club, to join
me. What a
joy to see the
awakening
Top L: PF falls. Top R: Oconee bells (Shortia galacifolia). Below L: Grady Nance at work.
of so many
(Photo by J. Welch) Bottom R: Hepatica (Hepatica acutiloba). (Wildflower photos pages 5 & 6
flowers
by G. Nance, taken on March 22, 2022)
along the
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yellow stamens,

marked the
way to the falls
on both sides
of the woodland path.
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Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis), yellow trout lily (Erythronium Americanum) & little sweet Betsy (Trillium cuneatum)

Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis) is a native spring
wildflower that grows from Nova Scotia to Florida and
west to Alabama, Arkansas, and Nebraska.
Another perennial native to the piedmont and
mountains of North Carolina and the Southeast is little
sweet Betsy (Trillium cuneatum), also called by other
common names such as whippoorwill flower, wood
trillium, purple toadshade, and Hugher’s trillium.
The yellow trout lily (Erythronium Americanum) is
an early spring bloomer that goes dormant in late
spring. It is named for its mottled leaf that resembles a
trout moving through water.
Star chickweed (Stellaria pubera), a member of the
carnation family, opens early and keeps its attractive
star-shaped white flowers well into the year. The
young leaves can be eaten raw, added to a salad, or
cooked; it tastes very much like spinach. Chickweed is

quite common in our area but is rare in Illinois, where
it’s on the endangered list.
Another plant known for its taste is cut-leaved
toothwort (Cardamine concatenata). It’s a member of
the mustard family and is a true ephemeral. It appears
only briefly above ground before going dormant. The
flowers are white, sometimes pink, and are arranged in
a terminal cluster.
I spotted a concentration of spring beauty (Claytonia
virginica) growing on a massive boulder at the edge of
the creek just below the falls. Showy white or pink
flowers lined with dark pink veins open from midmorning until late afternoon on warm sunny days.
Spring walks at Pearson’s Falls are special and
always rewarding, as evidenced by the number of
“oohs and aahs” from visitors on the trail. There were
families with homeschooled children, senior and

Star chickweed (Stellaria pubera) & spring beauty (Claytonia virginica)
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Cut-leaved toothwort (Cardamine concatenata)

young couples, and a young woman from
Clearwater, Florida, who in conversation told me
that her mother was a member of the same church
there where my son James was pastor--Small World!
“The older I grow, the more do I love spring and
spring flowers. Is it so with you?”
Emily Dickinson 1830-1886
* Editor’s Note: Natural History of Pearson’s Falls
Glens, Donald Culross Peatties, 1932, page 27. Peattie
wrote: “It is left to me only space enough to tell, in
brief, the story of Shortia, which I transplanted to the
glen in 1919 in an endeavor to naturalize it. Though I
planted it as inaccessibly as possible, many have
scaled the rocks to wrest it from its place. It is my
hope that these words may induce some of them to
bring back the plants they took. All visitors to the glen
and the author of these words will thank them if they
will restore the flower lost for a century.” (The book
in its entirety is available online from Ramsey Library
at UNC Asheville’s Special Collections and University Archives.)
TGC Historian Joy Soderquist confirmed that in the
late 1960s, when SC’s Lake Jocassee Reservoir was
about to be created in 1973, Tryon Garden Club
members rescued Shortia and planted it along the
Pearson’s Falls trail. Eva Pratt remembers that the
plant rescue at the Lake Jocassee site was offered to
several garden clubs in both North and South Carolina.

Close up of Carolina Sweetheart leaves from the NC
Extension Gardener Plant Toolbox

Plant of the Month—New From NCSU
‘Carolina Sweetheart’™ Redbud, Cercis canadensis
‘NCCC1’ PPAF: A carnival of color in early summer
as new leaves emerge, ‘Carolina Sweetheart’™ redbud
starts out with pink flowers in early spring. Then the
new leaves emerge purple, but over time, they gain
various shades of white, green, and hot pink.
Eventually, the leaves turn green in the summer.
This is a deciduous, often multi-trunked, under-story
tree. It has a rounded crown and typically matures to
20 to 30 feet tall with a slightly larger spread. This
cultivar was developed as a collaborative project by
NC State University and Star Roses and Plants
Nursery. The genus name Cercis comes from the
Greek word kerkis, which means weaver’s shuttle,
referring to the fact that the seed pod resembles the
size and shape of a weaver’s shuttle used to move
thread back and forth on a loom.
Like other redbuds, ‘Carolina Sweetheart’™ is easily
grown in average, medium moisture, well-drained soils
in full sun to partial shade. It likes moderately fertile
soils, with consistent moisture and partial shade.
Avoid wet or poorly drained soils. Because this tree
does not transplant well, it should be planted when
young and left undisturbed.
It’s a specimen tree, well suited to a pollinator or
winter garden. Unfortunately, whitetail deer will
browse the foliage and can damage the tree by eating
the bark.
There are only a few places in the United States that
this redbud tree will not grow.
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Pearson’s Falls in the News
Spartanburg Herald: In an article by Jason Gilmer,
March 2, 2022, he described seven springtime hikes to
take in and around Spartanburg County. One was
Pearson’s Falls and Glen. In addition, he described
Mary Black Rail Trail, Peter’s Creek Heritage
Preserve, Hatcher Gardens, Croft Passage, Cottonwood Trail, and Pacolet River Heritage Preserve.
Pearson’s Falls and Glen is a short trip outside of
Landrum, between Tryon and Saluda, North Carolina.
The trail leads to Pearson’s Falls, which is owned and
maintained by the Tryon Garden Club. The 90-foot
waterfall is at the end of a short quarter-mile hike and
is surrounded by a 275-acre botanical preserve, with
more than 310 species of wildflower and plants. The
waterfall is named for engineer Charles William Pearson, who scouted the mountains for the Southern RR.
Mary Black Rail Trail is a 1.9-mile paved, urban
trail, flat, kid-friendly, and a multi-use trail. To access
the trail, there are parking spots at several places, East
Henry Street near Ricky’s Drive-In, Forest Avenue,
and Country Club Road.
Peter’s Creek Heritage Preserve is 160 acres near
the Cannons Campground community. There are more
than seven miles of mostly flat walking trails with an
old mill dam and two creeks, and it is home to the
second-largest known population of dwarf-flowered
heartleaf, a federally threatened species. It is located
on Cannons Campground Road just as you cross over
Peter’s Creek.
Hatcher Gardens is a botanical marvel on 12 acres
of woodland preserve, located on John B. White Sr.
Boulevard, Spartanburg. There are plenty of walking
paths to enjoy the smells, sounds, and colors of the
spring season.
Croft Passage is within Camp Croft State Park. It’s
a moderate-level 12.6-mile trail that is part of the Palmetto Trail that connects the city of Spartanburg to
southern Spartanburg Co. While it is open to all users,
there are spots for only bikers and horse riders. There
are some steep hills and plenty of roots and rocks to
traverse. There are several other trails, such as a 1.5mile nature trail, and the 6.5-mile Foster Mill trail.

Cottonwood Trail is near Spartanburg High School
on 116-acres that protect 1.5 miles of Lawson’s Fork
Creek and are part of the Edwin M. Griffin Nature
Preserve. There are more than four miles of trails and
many cottonwood trees. It is a well-used trail for
hikers of all skill levels.
Pacolet River Heritage Preserve has a bit of
history, thousands of years ago the 260-acre preserve
served as a stopping point for Native Americans who
migrated between the coast and the Upstate. On the
land, there are also two large soapstone quarries that
reportedly date back to 5,000 B.C. The 1.5-mile trail is
a great spot to bird watch, fish, hike, or simply relax.
Hardwoods keep the trail shaded and there’s plenty of
space to view the Pacolet River.

Wildlife South, a Nature and Travel Magazine:
Eva Pratt discovered and shared the following website
http://www.wildlifesouth.com› Pearsons-Falls

The article by Joe Kegley is dated June 29, 2012, but
the information about TGC ownership and PF’s
wildflowers is accurate, the pictures are high quality,
and it will make each of us proud to be a Tryon
Garden Club member! To quote Kegley, “Pearson's
Falls is a destination for wildflowers.” He suggests
what a visitor should bring: food, water, plastic trash
bags to cover up their camera at the falls, and camera
gear, such as lens, diffusers, and reflector.

News You Can Use
Is privet friend or foe? The following is from an
article by Torry Nergart, Conserving Carolina
conservation easement manager, from the Conserving
Carolina e-newsletter, March 5, 2022. The photo
accompanied the article.
Thinking of a plant as an enemy, privet (Ligustrum
sinense), from the Asian continent is such a plant.
Privet is the evergreen shrub seen pretty much
everywhere, imported as a hedgerow plant.
Privet very quickly spread throughout the southeast,
displacing a great deal of biodiversity in a variety of
natural communities – it has found a home in
wetlands, fallow farms, sidewalk cracks, and it grows
where other plants won’t. It got here because of the
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ultrafast global plant exchange. It is having a major
impact on the southeastern United States ecosystems
from Virginia to Eastern Texas. Nergart is concerned
about how this novel plant’s effects will ripple through
the living web of life.
In our modern, global-commerce world, new plants
in old ecosystems are ramping up the speed of change.
A biodiverse ecosystem thrives on long-evolved
relationships, exchanging the sun’s energy in
somewhat mutual (“fair”) transactions of growth,
decay, and passage through many kingdoms of life.
Privet interrupts that cycle by taking advantage of
many places in the exchange, and homogenizes
the landscape.
Nergart recommends removing it, particularly from
the most endangered places, from our public places.

NC put out a hit contract on Bradford pear
trees: On Sunday, March 20, 2022, in the Tryon Daily
Bulletin, Larry McDermott describes the Bradford
pear problem, the replacement program, and suggests
that the reader visit https://www.treebountync.com/ for
more information. It’s a good website, easy to
comprehend information, and descriptive pictures.
The NC Bradford Pear Bounty program is a
collaborative program between NC State Extension,
NC Urban Forest Council, NC Forest Service, and NC
Wildlife Federation.
YES, there is a bounty on Bradford Pears. YES, a
North Carolina resident can receive five (5)
replacement trees on a one-to-one ratio with proof of
homeownership, and pictures showing before the trees
were cut and after the tree was removed. BUT, the

homeowner must do the work or contract for the
removal on his/her own. AND, the current program is
only being offered in Greensboro, NC at the UNCGreensboro Park & Ride Lot on April 23, 2022, 9am
until noon, and reservations are temporarily paused
while the supply of trees is evaluated.
Perhaps it would be most prudent to remove most of
the large established ornamental pear trees in the
county. There is no mention about plans to remove
trees along NC Hwy 108 from Columbus to the
Polk/Rutherford County line that in mid-March were
white clouds of pear tree blossoms.
The Bradford pear tree is an ornamental commonly
planted in North Carolina. It has pretty blossoms, but
the tree is structurally weak, stinky, and harmful to our
native ecosystems! The Bradford pear tree has escaped
into our natural forests and crossed with other pear
trees to become the invasive Callery pear. The showy
white flowers bloom in the spring and give off an
awful stench! The tiny pear fruit is eaten and spread by
large songbirds such as robins in late fall and winter.
Hummingbirds are Here Now! Jeanine Gauen of the
Garden Patch whose passion, along with plants, is
hummingbirds, reminds us that it is time to put up our
feeders. Stop by the shop, she has a nice selection of
hummingbird feeders and accessories.
Make your own nectar for the feeder, using a quarter
cup of sugar to 1 cup of water. Leave out the red food
coloring; the dye isn’t healthy for the ‘Hummers.’
It’s About Thyme: In an e-newsletter, Gardening
Know How, All about Herbs, April 2, 2022, it is
suggested that if you want to replace your lawn or fill in
between steppingstones, creeping thyme has you
covered. The bees love it, and deer detest it. It is edible
with a flavor and aroma akin to mint.
April Weather Proverbs:
• Moist April, clear June.
• Cloudy April, dewy May
• Snow in April is manure.
Quote of the month: “Every spring is the only spring,
a perpetual astonishment.”
Ellis Peter
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